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The A-List 
VB Law is holding its own, and then 
some, in the court of public opinion 
T hree recent rankings of law schools in New York a nd nati onwide re fl ec t well on UB' s quali ty and va lue. T a ke n together , 
the y de mo ns tra te that th e Law 
School's reputation remains strong-
assuring continued success in recruit-
ing students and facul ty, and bolstering 
the value of the degree for which alum-
ni have worked so hard. 
The surveys and the ir find ings: 
* The New York Law J ournal 
looked a t New York S ta te 's 15 law 
sc hoo ls a nd co mp ared the cos t of 
attending them to the average starting 
salary of the ir graduates. 
In this unusual cost-benefit analy-
sis, UB Law came out on top - deli v-
ering, as the legal newspaper sa id, " the 
best value for the education doll ar for 
New York res idents." 
The newspaper added the cost o f 
three years' tu it io n to th e average 
amo unt of inte rest that new lawyers 
wi II pay on their student loans . They 
compared that with the average starting 
salaries of each school's graduates. 
For UB Law, that ratio was .89 -
meani ng that every doll ar of fi rst-year 
salary ' ·cost" on ly 89 cents in tuition 
and interest T he runner- up in value 
was n ' t even c lose : Co lumbia 
University School of Law, at $ 1.21. 
The least effec ti ve school economical-
ly was the Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law 
Cente r of Touro College, at a whop-
ping $2. 15 in costs for every do llar in 
starling salary. 
UB Law's low tuition and the con-
sequent small debt load on its gradu-
ates were c redited for its show ing. 
"SUNY is the 
on ly sc hoo l 
w he re the 
average grad-
ua te earn e d 
m o re in the 
firs t year of 
work tha n 
s/he paid for 
three years o f 
law schoo l," 
the news pa-
per noted. 
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Vermont Law 
School. 
A ll of these 
rankings come, 
of course, in 
advance of the 
sweeping cur-
ricu lum revi-
s ion that w ill 
re-emphas ize 
" practical 
l awye rin g " 
skills fo r the 
which will " teach c lient re lat ions to 
law students before they enter the real 
world as a practicing attorney." 
UB Law is o ne of the f irst law 
schools in the sta te to inc lude client 
re lat ions in its c urri culu m. the Stare 
Bar News noted. 
* In a Princeton Review guide to 
U.S. law schools that emphasized qual-
ity-of-life issues, one UB Law student 
is quo ted as saying , "The educatio n 
they offer here is excellent, and I really 
appreciate the school's non-traditional 
emphasis on public interest. There is a 
g reat community atmosphere among 
s tude nts, sans intimidation and c ut-
throat competitiveness." 
class entering in the fall of 1995. 
"Academicians and pract itioners 
are still arguing over w hose job it is to 
teach lawyer-cl ie nt re latio n", but it" s 
sti ll got to be somebody, and 1 think 
it 's terrific that schools like SUNY 
Buf falo a re taki ng th e initia t ive." 
Douglas G . O ' Brien, a member of the 
state Bar Associatio n' s Task Force on 
the Profession. was quo ted as saying. 
The g uide also made note of the 
student body' s di versity - 47 percent 
women, 17 percent mino rities - and 
said, "The strength of SUNY Buffalo's 
tradit ion a l J.D. program is greatl y 
enhanced by the vast resources of the 
univers ity itself." It goes on to call UB 
Law " m aybe the f in es t publi c law 
school in the Northeast." 
A separate ranking of student sat-
isfaction with the quality of the facul-
ty, the facilities and overall quality of 
life pl aced UB Law a head of s uc h 
lum ina r ie s a s th e Un ivers ity of 
Pe nns y lvan ia, Be rke ley, Columb ia, 
Boston University and Harvard. 
* U.S. News & World Report, in 
its annual rankings of A merica's best 
g raduate schoo ls, for two years run-
ning has ranked UB Law solidly in the 
" third tie r" of U.S. law schools. There 
it ' s in good company wi th such well-
rega rde d sc hoo ls a s Ame ri ca n 
U ni vers i ty , D uques ne, Rutge rs, 
T e mpl e a nd V i ll a nova . Ho ld ing a 
respectable seat amo ng the rankings, 
UB Law fared bette r than other nota-
b les in e ludin o- A lbany Law Sc hool. 
Seto n Hall , s ; racuse University and 
Th e rea li gnme nt in c ludes a n 
inc rease o f $875,000 fro m SUNY 
Central in the Law School's operating 
budget, as well as a o ne-time grant of 
$260,000 from the state legis lature to 
upgrade the school's computer tech-
The artic le conc luded: "Teaching 
(these ski lls) to law school students is 
a powerful strategy with an eye o n the 
future." • 
nology. 
T he new bud-
get w ill mea n 
seven o r e ight 
additional faculty 
membe rs a nd a n 
a ddit i o n a l 
$200 ,000 a year 
for the law library 
- numbers th at 
can o nly strength-
en UB Law's rela-
ti ve pos it io n 
among the nation's 
law schools. 
* Besides the 
fa vo rab le rank -
in gs, UB Law 
Sc hoo l rece ived 
kind words in the 
September iss ue 
of th e State Bar 
News, a publ ic a-
ti on of th e Ne w 
York S ta te B ar 
Assoc iati o n. The 
arti c le made note 
o f o ne part of the 
sc hoo l 's New 
C ur r ic u lu m : a 
course ca ll ed 
"'Pe r spect i vcs, .. 
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